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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s t r e q  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

8 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dew Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizsns, immigrants, college students h d  militay 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumers do nor 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have tn stay comeded 

t- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch + family and friends. Thse cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantnged ‘keas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they arc an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes arc precisely what the FCC will do if it G i c u  new “in-mte” access charges ‘L 

and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear i t  

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the beneffls Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charg- and other fees. 

. . 

- 

Sincerely, 

kcs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Katbleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 

8 Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s m ,  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

e. WC Docket No. 03-133 

’ Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
d services. 

Minorities, low-income families, scnior citizens, immigrents, college students and milimy 
families rely upon calling card services for a van’ety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 

service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
my in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable ~ 0 %  as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. F‘repaid calling cards am 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone - 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do ifit inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-psid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least fiord to 
bear it. 

, Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefm Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any dart to raise rates on American wnmmers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fks. 

d 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Cornmissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am wrjting to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a vm’ety of needs. Many of these. consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For rhese consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointmenf or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predict~ble cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 

1 indispensable to consumer groups because they are an atrordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can l a s t  afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefa Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these semkes are not subjed to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

L 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Comdssioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin M a t h  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

8 



_-___..--. 07/14/2604 10:25 FAX .... - @l020/020 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

8 Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card ,,- services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon falling card sewices for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or zhe means to pay a large deposit for local telepbone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only ofion they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable howing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, 85 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged m s ,  consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards a ~ e  
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflias new “m-state” RCC~SS charges 
and other fees on pn-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can lea~r afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the bend* Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and d e r  fees. 

sincerely,, , . -  

L 

* 

d 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin M& 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

‘b 
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RE. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC nc 
services. 

@ 0 2 8 / 0 2 9  

impose new hi n charges and fees on prepaid calling card 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and milifmy 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, makc a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch witb family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, 85 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumem lierally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of rhese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 

wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. ’Zbe fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least affbrd to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benef& Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services arc not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

b indispensable to conrmma groups because they arc an affordable alternative to regular and 

\ 

CCS: C o d i o n e r  Michael Cops L/ 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpssperson 

b 

d 
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Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fces upon prepaid calling cards. If YOU 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. F’re-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money 

With gas and milk prices already holding f i e d  and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on faed incomes depend &rely upon prepaid service because the)’ cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon befom 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ‘‘connected’’ as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC sbould stand up for consumer mteresb over eoipornte gain by kceping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priori@. 

Sincerely, 

as: CommissionerMichel Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access c 
move to increase the cost of these cards, y 
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Sincerely, ‘3 
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Senator 
Senator 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th StreeG S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RF: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not imposc new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 

disadvantaged individuals tD stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cardq 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, halfofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk priccs already holding faed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fured incomes depend entirely upon prepaid senice because they cannot 
meet rhe credit rating or hefty deposit requirements rbat local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments hat we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for ansumer ink- over coipornte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cadi a priority. 

* move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 

- 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernarhy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner J o n a h  Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th week S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

8 

d 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in 100uch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% o f  Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prc-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced witb rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 

I households who are on fxed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid semi= because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiremenu that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the tclephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimagmable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees an these cards. 

charges. TheFCC should stand up for conrrumerinteresla over eorponte gam by keeplng 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

‘r 

Some o f  the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such - 
Sincerely, A 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathless A b e d y  
Commissioncr Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson I 

‘r 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications.Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost relecornmunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to sraying in 
touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would inwoduce ' new charges and fees up00 services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. MMY Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
cstablishmg a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 10 subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards TO stay connected at set affordable rates. 

d 

Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. L 

As a rcsult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be leftwithout access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who ULI~ least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
deswoying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collecr such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Commissioner Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

8 

d 445 12th Street, S.W. 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Larinos, particularly those on fued incomes or those 
enablishing a credii history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

AS a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quire literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling Cards will directly harm individuals who can last afford price increases. 

8 

d 

I 

d 

Imposing in-stare charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost ofprepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when rhey do not sell rhe calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

- 
Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12tb Sfreet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fces upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of tbese cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
bclow $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consmers hosrage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid Senice because they cannot 
meet ?he creht raring or hefty deposit requirements that I d  phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use t hae  cards to stay %o~ected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new chargcs and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beticiarips of such 
charges The FCC sbonld stand up for consumer interests over coMrnte gain by keeping 
dordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

* 

8 

\ 

* S i n c q d  hd& 
8 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Cornmissioner Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin Marria 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 
1 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Skeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

‘s, 
RE. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minoriy or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. %paid calling cards are so prevalent m prut because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices a W y  holding 6xed and low income consumers hostmge, we should 
1 not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 

households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service. because. they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid oar&, consumers can make caUs from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “conuected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appomtments that we all have. 

8 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. L 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interne Over coipnrnte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Mchael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Aberm~hy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

1 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

I 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up me cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particulsrly sensitive to MY price increase for prepaid calling cards; \ 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are 50 prevalent in part because 
they save consumem money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding frxed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as wclL In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because. they canuot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consurnen can make calls fim payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors, W e  can use rhese cards to stay "connectedm as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and kes on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand sp for consumer interests Over corporrtc gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority- 

Sincerely, 

' 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kwin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

I 
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R E  WC Docket No. 03-133 -- 
Charman Powell. 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individualst0 stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Repaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

Witb gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low mcome consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Ia particular, many low-income 

8 households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid S~M-IX because they caflwt 
meet the credit rating or hem deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to sray ”connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find It unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 

r interests over corporate gain by keeping 

a= 

Some of the nation’s largest telepbone companies would bethe largest beneficiaries of such - 

Senator 
Senator 

t Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s m  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC DocketNo. 03-133 

chairman Powell: 

’ The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move IO increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling car&, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, halfofthe households wirh incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are SO prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. L 

8 

With gas and mdk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone senrice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “oo~ected” ns we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corponate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling c a d s  a priority. 

1 

d 
c_ 

CCS: C o k s s i o n e r  Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Streq S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
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RE. WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon pmpaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up &e cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals tn stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price incrense for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino bouseholds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. fie-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs 89 well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid senrice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements thnt l o d  phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ”cmected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on the& cards. 

charges. Tbe FCC should stand  up for eonsumcr interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cords a priority. 

Sincerely, 

Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such - 
0-- 

CCS: C &&d&V &X-- 
Commissioner Kathlcm Abemarhy Commissioner ~athlcm ~irimarhy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Repaid Calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumem money. 

t 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we &odd -- 
nor be faced with rising telephone sewice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid m i c e  because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers cau make calls fium payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” 86 we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments &at we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficimks of such 
charges. Tbe FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a prioriQ. 

Sincerely, 
. Tk-Q++f ... T A  t 

i 
d ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernethy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Senator 
Congressperson 

S e m M  
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

1 

d 

1 

8 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 
,- 

Chairman Powell 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Jfyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households w e  them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are EO prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices ahady holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefiy deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon befm 
gerting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumem can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay *Connected’’ as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointme&. that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. - 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. ”be FCC should stand up for consumer interests over coipolpte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Commissioner a M w e n  ~ i & t h y  

commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 

/ Commissioner Kevin Martin 

8 Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th sfrm S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to aaying in 
touch wirh family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid cnlling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, imrnigrauts, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
desfroying the utility Of calling cards to dissdvanlaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, wen when tbey do not sell the calling card IO a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these swvices substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumeFs and refuse to im- access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 

I 

L 

calling cards will directly harm individuals who can 1- afford price increases. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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t July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards3 you will simply drive up the cost for miuority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households wirh incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. he-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

1 With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low income consumers hostnge, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fvred incomes depend entirely upon prepaid Service because they cannot 
m e a  the credit rating or hefty deposit requirementsthat local phone companies insist upon befare 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can m&e calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use fhese cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that theFCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone compsnies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over aorporste gain by keeping 
afhrdable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

\ 

Sincerely, n 

Commissioner W e e  
Commissioner Kevin M d  
commissioner ~onathaa A- 
Senator 
Senator 
Congessperson 

t 

d 
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July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

, Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in thcir communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fuced and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs 85 well. Jn p ~ c u l s r ,  many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these card6 to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoiniments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new  charge^ and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would te the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over wiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  car& a priority. 

, a- - 

1 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Comrnissioncr Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congresspmon 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powdl 
Federal Communications Commission 
4.15 12th Slreet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

8 

8 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 - 
Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and/ fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you Will'sGpIy drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their c o ~ u n i t i e s .  

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gss and milk prices already holdhg fixed and low income consumcrs hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on f m d  incomes depend entire& upon p p a i d  &mice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
gettiug a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calk from payphones or the telephoner, 
of family members and neighbors. We can use theselcards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoinbnents that we dl have. 

' 

8 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. - 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries o f  such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corponrte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

U ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
.. Commissioner Kathleen Abcmathy 

Commissioner Kevm Martin 
Commissjoner Jonathan Adelstein 

I Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

d 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

* Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvanhged individuals fo stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community IS particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 

below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. he-paid calling cards are EO prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers cau make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that rhe FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer inter- over corpornte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards B priority. 

8 

approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe housebolds with incomes ’.- 

I 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen A h m a y  
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
@ Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th StreeQ S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these ow&, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m their communities. 

The Latino community is pdcularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. &-paid callmg cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices alrcady holdmg fured and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In panicular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid Service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that l o d  phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ‘%onnected” as we look for 

* 

a= 

jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. - 
I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of tbe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest benefjuaries of such 
charges The FCC should stand up for consumer iuteresm over coipornte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kwin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 

1 

BL Congressperson 


